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Community Engagement Report

Mens Shed Lease Extension for Erril Street

OFFICIAL

Men's Shed Proposed Lease Variation

Engagement Summary

At its meeting on 19 May 2026, Mansfield Shire Council resolved to provide in-principle support for the 

future allocation of a portion of land to Mansfield Men's Shed. This decision enables the organisation to 

pursue external grant funding opportunities for the construction of an expanded Men's Shed facility. 

Council's support was subject to several conditions, including:

Completion and certification of the subdivision (completed);

Transfer of the relevant land into Council ownership (completed on 29 July 2026); and

Completion of a community engagement process.

The purpose of the engagement was to inform the community and stakeholders of the proposal to 

allocate a portion of the north-west corner of the newly acquired former Bowls Club site at 19 Erril Street, 

Mansfield, to facilitate the expansion of the Mansfield Men's Shed.

The engagement process sought community feedback regarding the proposed lease variation and future 

use of the land before Council makes a final decision.

The public consultation period was open from 3 June to 17 June 2026 and was promoted through:

The Mansfield Courier;

Council's Facebook page; and

The Engage Mansfield website.

Key Findings
Seven formal submissions were received through the Engage Mansfield platform. 

Six submissions expressed support for the proposed lease variation and expansion of the Mansfield 

Men's Shed. 

One submission raised concerns regarding the future use of the former Bowls Club land and the 

potential loss of future parking opportunities.

Respondents broadly recognised the Men's Shed as a valuable community asset that provides social 

connection, wellbeing benefits, volunteer support and practical services to the wider community. 

Several submissions highlighted that the organisation has outgrown its current footprint and requires 

additional space to meet growing demand and membership needs. 

Facebook engagement generated three comments and nine reactions. Comments primarily related to 

concerns about future parking provision and accessing the survey link. No additional substantive 

objections were received. 
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Scope of Engagement

The consultation was hosted on the Engage Mansfield platform and promoted through Council's social 

media channels, the Mansfield Courier and Mansfield Matters communications.

Participation Summary

Total engagement interactions: 10

Engage Mansfield visitors: 25 

Survey responses/formal submissions: 7 

Facebook comments: 3

Facebook reactions (likes): 9

Engagement Response Summary

The Men's Shed Proposed Lease Variation consultation attracted 25 visitors to the Engage Mansfield 

project page and resulted in 7 formal submissions. 

Community feedback was predominantly supportive of the proposal, with respondents recognising the 

important role the Mansfield Men's Shed plays in supporting community wellbeing, social inclusion and 

volunteer initiatives. Several submissions described the Men's Shed as a valuable and longstanding 

community resource that delivers significant benefits to both members and the broader Mansfield 

community. 

A recurring theme throughout the feedback was the need for additional space to support existing 

operations and accommodate future growth. Respondents indicated that expansion of the current site 

would allow the Men's Shed to continue delivering services and activities while avoiding the significant 

costs and disruption associated with relocating to an alternative location. 

One respondent questioned the proposed allocation of land, noting that the former Bowls Club site had 

previously been identified by Council as land that could support future parking and community 

infrastructure. The submitter sought clarification as to how the proposal aligns with the site's longer-term 

strategic purpose. 

Facebook engagement reflected similar themes. One community member expressed concern that 

allocating part of the former Bowls Club land to the Men's Shed could reduce potential future parking 

capacity. Another comment reported difficulty locating the survey on the Engage Mansfield page, while a 

third comment simply indicated interest in following the proposal. No formal objections were 

subsequently submitted through the engagement platform. Based on the survey responses received, the 

concern regarding future parking provision was not widely reflected in the broader community feedback.

Key Themes Identified
Strong support for the proposed expansion of the Mansfield Men's Shed. 

Recognition of the Men's Shed's significant social, health and community benefits. 

Support for retaining and expanding the facility at its current location. 

Recognition that additional space is required to meet growing membership and operational needs. 
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A concern from a small number of community members regarding the potential impact on future 

parking provision and the long-term strategic use of the former Bowls Club land. 

Conclusion

Overall, the community engagement process generated a modest level of participation, with seven 

formal submissions and limited social media discussion. Despite the relatively low participation rate, the 

feedback received demonstrated a strong level of support for the proposed lease variation and 

expansion of the Mansfield Men's Shed. 

The majority of respondents endorsed the proposal and emphasised the important contribution the 

Men's Shed makes to the Mansfield community. Feedback highlighted the benefits of enabling the 

organisation to expand at its existing location and continue to provide services, programs and social 

support to its members and the wider community. 

While concerns were raised regarding the potential future loss of parking opportunities and the strategic 

use of the former Bowls Club land, these concerns were raised by a minority of participants and did not 

represent the predominant view expressed through the engagement process. 

The engagement process has provided Council with valuable community feedback to inform its 

consideration of the proposed lease variation and future allocation of land to facilitate the continued 

growth and operation of Mansfield Men's Shed Inc. 
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Mansfield Matters 3 June 2026
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Facebook Post 4 June 2026
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Facebook Post 4 June 2026




















